LECTURES  AND   ESSAYS
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Let  us  now   pass   at   once   to   Professor
Clifford,  and  see the  application of these re-
marks  to  him.      His  most   obvious  claim  to
notice was his great power as a specialist.    He
was a mathematician of a very high order, and,
speaking merely of the outward events of his
life, it was as a mathematician that his career
was successful.    But besides his mathematical
powers he had a wide and accurate grasp of
physical science generally ; and he had a singu-
lar faculty, also, of imparting clearly whatever
he knew clearly.    In this way he became, very
early in life, a powerful and prominent figure in
the world of scientific thinkers ; nor, as we read
his lectures, and reflect upon his personal cha-
racter, can we at all wonder at the high position
he occupied.    But  this  position  could  by no
means   content  him;   he  could  not  but  look
further.    The scientific world, as compared with
the world in general, was really, he saw, only a
limited   coterie,  limited  not  only  in  point  of
numbers, but in point of the questions   with
which  it was   supposed to busy itself.    How
absorbing  and   vast  these questions  were no
man knew better than Clifford, but he knew
tilso that there was  another question beyond
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